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PNG has made significant progress to prepare the country for climate 
change adaptation and mitigation

Preparation for 
Copenhagen 
conference

Nov 
2009

▪ Emission and 
adaptation fact 
base for COP-15

▪ PNG supports 
Copenhagen 
Accord

Jan 
2010

▪ Whole-of-
government review
of climate change 
policy 

▪ Technical working 
groups formed with 
representatives from 
civil society, private 
sector and GoPNG

Mar 
2010

▪ Climate-compatible 
development 
strategy (CCDS) 
released for 
consultation

▪ Cabinet establishes 
National Climate 
Change Committee
(NCCC) and Office
of Climate Change 
and Development
(OCCD)

June 
2010

▪ OCCD becomes 
operational

▪ Provincial consultation
engages stakeholders

▪ Readiness activities
under way

Technical  
working groups 
refine strategy

Cabinet creates 
NCCC and  
approves CCDS 

Provincial/local   
consultation and 
pilot projects

Dec 
2010
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NEC created the path for a new Office of Climate Change & Development

SOURCE: NEC decision 53, 54 & 55/2010; OCCD analysis

NEC decision 
53/2010

▪ Abolished the Office of Climate Change and Environmental 
Sustainability (OCC&ES)

NEC decision 
54/2010

▪ Set up the new Office of Climate Change & Development (OCCD)
▪ Created the National Climate Change Committee (NCCC) to take 

full and exclusive responsibility for all policies and actions under Pillar 
Five of the Vision 2050, concerning Climate Change and 
Environmental Sustainability

NEC decision 
55/2010

▪ Endorses Climate-Compatible Development Strategy for Papua New 
Guinea as the basis for the National Strategy on Climate-Compatible 
Development
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The OCCD’s governance structure has been put in place

1 OCCD Executive Director reporting directly to Prime Minister

Advisory 
board

Ministerial 
Committee

Prime Minister

REDD+ Adaptation Low-carbon 
growth 

National Climate Change Committee
Chaired by Chief Secretary including 
Secretaries of all key departments

Office of Climate Change and Development1

SOURCE: NEC decision 54/2010, OCCD analysis

Consultation

Technical working groups

OCCD

Staffed since 
August 2010
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OCCD technical staff in place since September 1 2010

Executive Director
Dr. Wari Iamo

Senior Policy 
Analyst
Martin Barl

Senior Policy 
Analyst
Jacob Ekinye

Policy Analyst
Danny Nekitel

Policy Analyst
Luanne Losi

Senior Policy 
Analyst
Joe Pokana

Policy Analyst
Eunice Dus

Policy Analyst
Emmajil 
Bogari-Ahai

Policy Analyst
Sherlyn 
Weplu

Sr Policy An.
William 
Lakain

Policy Analyst
Rensie Panda

Director REDD+ 
and Mitigation
Paul Rame

Director 
Adaptation
Varigini Badira

Director MRV & 
National Coms.
Gwen Sissiou
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PNG is committed to taking action against climate change domestically

At the Oslo Forest Climate 
Conference in 2010, Prime 
Minister Somare reconfirmed 
PNG’s target of becoming 
carbon neutral by 2050

“When PNG first launched the UNFCCC
REDD+ Initiative, everyone told us that we
would fail […] Looking around today, what
a difference five years can make” 

“PNG is ready to act! […] We plan to cut 
emissions between 50-75% by 2030 and 
become carbon neutral before 2050”

“My government has developed a strategy for 
climate-compatible development and set up 
a new, lean and professional Office of Climate 
Change and Development“

SOURCE: Prime Minister Somare’s speech at the Oslo Forest Climate Conference 2010
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PNG’s Climate-Compatible Development Strategy combines economic 
development with mitigation and adaptation

Strategic framework Economic Development
▪ Achieve GDP per capita of USD 3,000 by 

2030, as set out in our Vision 2050

Mitigation
▪ Potential to reduce emissions of green-

house gases, by at least 50% by 2030 
driven mainly by abatement measures in 
land use, land-use change and forestry

▪ Become carbon neutral by 2050, 
investing into low-carbon infrastructure 
today

Adaptation 
▪ Reduce vulnerability to climate change-

associated risks
– Gradual hazards (e.g., disease)
– Event-driven hazards (e.g., landslides, 

coastal flooding)

Mitigation Adaptation

Development

Climate-
Compatible 

Develop-
ment

SOURCE: PNG Climate-Compatible Development Strategy, OCCD analysis
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Clear mitigation and adaptation priorities have been identified

Pilots and programs

▪ Review of agriculture leases
▪ Locate palm plantation on non-forest land
▪ Afforestation/reforestation programs
▪ Secondary forest management 
▪ Reduced impact logging

REDD+

▪ Renewable energy for Port Moresby
▪ Rural electrification via rehabilitation of 

existing and new micro hydro plants
▪ Energy efficiency measures

Low-carbon 
growth

▪ Mangrove planting to protect coastal villages
▪ Coastal early flood warning system
▪ Coastal engineering
▪ Inland flood warning

Adaptation

SOURCE: PNG Climate-Compatible Development Strategy, OCCD analysis
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What is the purpose of the Guidelines?

OCCD with the REDD+TWG produced REDD+ Project Guidelines to guide 
REDD+ project development

What are REDD+ Projects?

“...Any activity that specifically aims to 
develop, test and trial mechanisms that 
substantially and measurably reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 
actively managing processes of avoided 
deforestation and forest degradation, 
enhancing forest carbon stocks, 
implementing sustainable forest 
management, afforestation and 
reforestation...”

SOURCE: OCCD, PNGFA, DEC

The safeguard criteria will determine 
which REDD+ pilot projects and 
demonstration activities receive the 
support of the Government

The guidelines ensure that Government-
supported REDD+ activities:

▪ Have real emission reduction benefits 
▪ Meet high standards of environmental, 

social and fiduciary safeguards
▪ Are assessed in a transparent manner, 

based on criteria that are easily 
accessible by all stakeholders. 
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OCCD is working with mutiple stakeholders in PNG

NGO workshop on REDD-plus

Awareness briefing workshop with 
over 50 UPNG students in October

Half-day workshop with Council of 
Churches in November

Bi-weekly e-newsletter to 
stakeholders

Monthly Development Partners 
Forum

Bi-weekly multi-stakeholder 
Technical Working Groups

EXAMPLES
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The journey so far has progressed significantly with 
different stakeholders

Development of PNG’s reaction 
concept to climate change

Nov 2009

Provincial/local consultation and 
pilot projects to inform about, test 
and refine concept

From  Aug 
2010

Development partners

NGOs
Civil society, esp. PNG Council of Churches

Private companies

Government departments Provinces/landowners

NOT EXHAUSTIVE

• Department of Prime Minister
• Department of Environment and Conservation
• Department of Agriculture and Livestock
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▪ NGO REDD+ Problem Solving 
Workshop

▪ Monthly National Climate Change 
Committee (NCCC) meetings set-up

▪ 1st whole-of-government workshop
▪ Council of Churches climate change 

workshop
▪ Consultation Technical Working Group 

(TWG) established
▪ Biweekly e-newsletter
▪ Frequent articles in national 

newspapers 
▪ PNG side event in Cancun COP-16
▪ PNG climate change brochure

▪ PNG Chamber of Commerce climate 
change workshop

▪ Ministerial Committee set-up

▪ 2nd whole-of-government workshop

▪ 2nd NGO workshop

▪ Awareness workshop for University of 
PNG students

▪ Development of climate change radio 
drama

▪ Competition for climate change 
cartoons

▪ International Disaster Reduction Day 

▪ University student-driven awareness 
initiative across provinces

▪ Educational awareness initiative for 
schoolchildren

▪ Audience-targeted communication 
materials

▪ Collaboration with WWF on radio 
broadcast

▪ Private sector meetings/workshops

▪ Manus provincial consultation 
(Community Workshop)

▪ Provincial consultation in Milne Bay 
and West New Britain (Stakeholder 
Workshop)

▪ East New Britain provincial 
consultation (Joint OCCD-PNG Eco-
Forestry Forum New Guinea Islands 
Roadshow)

▪ Provincial consultation events in 8 
additional provinces

▪ Institutionalization of permanent 
OCCD contacts in provinces

▪ Feedback reports to the provinces

OCCD has started to conduct consultation with its different stakeholders 

Provincial consultation
National and international 
stakeholder management Awareness initiatives

2010
2011
(planned)
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UN-REDD has approved $6.4 million for PNG‘s National Joint Programme

UN-REDD NJP funding allocation 
of $6.4 million approved by 5th

Policy Board on 5 November 2010

Implementation can commence as 
soon as some Policy Board 
recommendations have been 
integrated into PNG’s NJP document
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The UN-REDD NJP is envisaged to be finalised by late February

January February
19 9 22

Revised NJP sent 
to stakeholders 
for comment

End of 
consultation 
period 

Validation meeting 
as part of UN-
REDD mission

OCCD integrates feedback 
and conducts follow up 
meetings with stakeholders 
to discuss comments

OCCD offers 1:1 
meetings to discuss 
changes in revised NJP

MRV workshop

23/24

We invite you to join 
the validation meeting 
and MRV workshop
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PNG and OCCD have continuously participated in the recent international 
negotiations to progress bilateral discussions

United Nations Climate Change 
Conference - COP 16 & CMP 6

▪ Nov 29 – Dec 10, Cancun, Mexico
▪ Attended by all 3 OCCD Directors
▪ Many bilateral discussions with development 

partners, civil society organizations and 
multilateral agencies

▪ PNG delegation also hosted a side event

Biodiversity Conference ▪ Oct 18 – 29, Nagoya, Japan
▪ Co-chaired by Foreign Minister Abal, 

included a high-level ministerial segment
▪ Bilateral discussions with Japan to update 

on OCCD progress

▪ Oct 4-9, Tianjin, China
▪ Attended by Paul Rame, Director REDD+ to 

focus on sessions for the small islands 
developing States and the least developed 
countries

UNFCCC Working Session

SOURCE: OCCD
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COP16 in Cancun can be seen as a continuation of the 
Copenhagen journey

From the Kyoto Protocol … … to the Copenhagen 
Accord

▪ Emission reductions focused 
on developed world (Annex 1 
countries)

▪ Covers mitigation in all 
countries, i.e., both 
developed and developing 
world, while recognizing 
differentiated responsibility

▪ No coverage of forestry and 
agriculture

▪ Covers all sectors, 
specifically recognizing 
forestry and land-use 

▪ International funding limited 
to CDM/JI mechanism

▪ Provides $30b in fast-start 
funding (2010–12); 
acknowledges need for 
$100b financing by 2020

▪ System based on 
compliance; reporting 
against obligations

▪ System based on self-
interested commitments 
within a framework 
for performance transparency 

▪ UNFCCC 80% of the game ▪ UNFCCC 20% of the game

Environmental treaty Economic transformation 
programme

… and the Cancun 
Agreement 
Translates the Copenhagen 
outcome into UNFCCC agreed 
documents, but adds

▪ A framework for 
implementing REDD+

▪ Details on the establishment 
of a Green Climate Fund

▪ Outline of an agreement for 
technology sharing

SOURCE: OCCD
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The Cancun Agreement on Long-term Cooperative Action 
contains four key provisions

SOURCE: Point Carbon; Guardian; OCCD analysis

“…recognizes that deep cuts in global greenhouse gas 
emissions are required…with a view to reducing global GHG 
emissions so as to hold the increase in global average 
temperature below 2°C above pre-industrial levels,”

“Agrees that adaptation is a challenge faced by all Parties, 
and that enhanced action and international cooperation on 
adaptation is urgently required to enable and support the 
implementation of adaptation actions aimed at reducing 
vulnerability and building resilience in developing country 
Parties…”

“Encourages developing country Parties to contribute to 
mitigation actions in the forest sector by … :  (a) Reducing 
emissions from deforestation; (b) Reducing emissions from 
forest degradation; (c) Conservation of forest carbon stocks; 
(d) Sustainable management of forest; (e) Enhancement of 
forest carbon stocks;”

“Decides to establish a Green Climate Fund, to be 
designated as an operating entity of the financial mechanism 
of the Convention under Article 11, with arrangements to be 
concluded between the Conference of the Parties and the 
Green Climate Fund to ensure that it is accountable to and 
functions under the guidance of the Conference of the 
Parties, to support projects, programmes, policies and other 
activities in developing country Parties using thematic 
funding windows;”

REDD+
▪ REDD+ mechanism finally 

enshrined in the agreement.
▪ Obligates developed 

countries to finance REDD+
▪ Calls for the creation of 

national REDD+ systems
▪ Urges parties to help finance 

strategies or action plans, 
develop capacity and 
technology, and launch 
demonstration activities

▪ Provides a good framework 
to catalyse activities and 
should help mobilise further 
REDD+ interim funding

Adaptation
▪ Establishes a Cancun 

Adaptation Framework, 
which outlines guidelines on 
support for adaptation

▪ Raises the profile of 
adaptation in the policy 
dialogue. 

▪ Establishes an adaptation 
committee and a work 
programme

Finance
▪ Creates a Green Climate 

Fund, to be governed by a 
board equally representing 
developed and developing 
countries. 

▪ The Copenhagen Accord 
pledges of  $30bn by 2012 
and $100bn p.a. by 2020 
developed country funding 
were inked into the text of 
the agreement.

Need for action
▪ For the first time, confirms 

the global goal of limiting 
temperature increase to 2°C

▪ But fails to establish global 
goals for reducing GHG 
emissions by 2050 or binding 
emission reductions
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Most commentary on the Accords have been guardedly positive

SOURCE: Press search; McKinsey

Christiana Figueres, head of 
UNFCCC Secretariat
"It's really pretty historic ... It's the 
first time that countries have 
agreed to such a broad set of 
instruments and tools that are 
going to help developing 
countries in particular to meet the 
challenges of mitigation and 
adaptation."

Xie Zhenhua, China's top 
climate negotiator
“Everyone has full confidence in 
multilateralism…We can say that 
the Kyoto Protocol has been 
upheld in Cancun, and the 
second commitment period has 
also been reflected. At the South 
Africa conference [due in 2011], 
we'll undertake discussions and 
negotiations over the substantive 
content of the second 
commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol…”

Patricia Espinosa, Mexican 
Foreign Minister
"This is a new era of international 
cooperation on climate change."

Chris Huhne, UK energy and 
climate change Secretary
"What this does is show that there is 
still a consensus internationally and 
a growing consensus from places 
that you would not have expected a 
year ago, from China, India, that 
actually we do have to go down this 
path to a low-carbon economy... I 
think it definitely makes an 
agreement on 30 percent 
(greenhouse gas emissions cut) in 
the EU more likely…”

Jairam Ramesh, Indian 
Environment Minister "The 
most important thing is that the 
multilateral process has received 
a shot in the arm, it had reached 
an historic low. It will fight 
another day. It could yet fail. I 
don't think that the structural 
problems of multilateralism have 
been addressed. India is very 
happy with this package."

Erik Solheim, Norwegian 
Environment Minister
"We restored the confidence in 
the UN. It proved to the world that 
Cancun can deliver. In 
Copenhagen we gave up the idea 
of one big bang agreement. What 
we have achieved in Cancun is 
remarkable; we have constructed 
many floors in the future climate 
house."

Wendel Trio, Greenpeace
"Cancun may have saved the 
process but it did not yet save 
the climate ... Some called the 
process dead but governments 
have shown that they can 
cooperate and move forward to 
achieve a global deal."
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The PNG delegation hosted a side event to present the 
significant progress over the past 12 months

▪ Held on Friday, 10 December 2010 
with approx. 50 participants. 

▪ Hosted jointly with the delegation 
from the Dominican Republic

PNG’s official side event
“Climate-Compatible Development 
Plans: Concrete progress on integrating 
development, mitigation & adaptation” 

– OCCD presented PNG’s 
CCDS and progress over the 
past 12 months as showcase 
for low-carbon development 

– Followed by Dominican 
Republic’s presentation on 
their plans to develop a 
climate-compatible 
development plan based on 
PNG’s approach 



THE END – Thank you!

Office of Climate Change and Development
Papua New Guinea
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BACK UP
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REDD+ pilots: Multiple potential pilots and activities have been 
identified to test REDD+ levers 

SOURCE: REDD+ TWG

Government linked REDD+ 
activities and projects
▪ Agricultural lease (SPAL) 

review
– Legal and compliance 

review
– Technical review of 2 

projects to identify 
alternative land use

▪ Forestry pilots
– Reduced Impact Logging
– Secondary Forest 

Management
– Afforestation/ 

Reforestation

▪ Forest Conservation and 
biodiversity e.g. Kokoda

Departments 
involved
OCCD, DEC, 
PNGFA, DAL

PNGFA, FRI
PNGFA, FRI

PNGFA, FRI

DEC, OCCD,  
PNGFA

▪ NGO driven conservation 
projects
– Adelbert Mountains

– Yus conservation area

– Village REDD in Manus
– White man Range

▪ Agriculture: palm oil on 
degraded land

Private sector or NGO driven 
projects

The Nature 
Conservancy
Conservation 
International 
WCS
Live and 
Learn

OPRA

Company / 
institution
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Technical working groups have been meeting regularly for the 
past 12 months, and involve various stakeholders

Government ministries 
and agencies NGOs & private sector

▪ Dept. of Finance 
▪ Dept. of Treasury
▪ PNGFA
▪ DAL
▪ DPE
▪ DNPM
▪ DoT
▪ DLPP 
▪ DPLLG
▪ NDC
▪ NWS

▪ WWF
▪ INA
▪ WCS 
▪ FIA
▪ EFF
▪ PNG SDP
▪ Western Power Ltd
▪ PNG Power Ltd
▪ TNC

Academics/Research 
Institutions Development partners

▪ NARI
▪ NRI
▪ UPNG
▪ FRI

▪ AusAID
▪ UNDP
▪ ADB
▪ EU
▪ JICA


